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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
Dan Sheridan on August 28, 2007. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

ABSTRACT 

In a buy e r driv e n comm e rc e syst e m, p e rtaining most dir e ctly to th e sal e of hot e l rooms, m e thod s 
Methods for optimizing hotel revenues for a predetermined sale margin, optimizing room nights 
for a predetermined amount of margin, optimizing margin amounts for a predetermined amount 
of room nights, and reports based on the same are disclosed. Demand data is collected from 
conditional purchase offers submitted to the buyer-driven commerce system by potential buyers 
of hot e l room s. Those conditional purchase offers which preferably are not acc e pt e d or 
r e submitt e d rejected are analyzed in order to determine parameters, such a s optimum subsidy 
amount, which may result in increased revenues for the system operator of the buyer-driven 
commerce system or for participants who sell room nights through the system. Collected demand 
data may include an offer price, on e or mor e dat e s during which the buyer would like to purchase 
the room nights, or_a promotional bump amount that may b e appli e d bas e d on the buy e rs 
participation in a dir e ct e d mark e ting promotion and th e syst e m pric e for the room night . Reports 
of expected changes in demand based upon the simulated changes to the business parameters are 
theft-generated and presented to hotel syst e m operators, who may change acceptance parameters 
based on the reports. 

SPECIFICATION 

Replace the paragraph beginning on line 1 1 of page 2 as follows: 

This application is further related to U.S. Provisional Patent Application Ser. No. 60/231,456 
entitled "SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR MAXIMIZING ACCEPTANCE PARAMETERS 
FROM COLLECTED DEMAND DATA IN A BUYER-DRIVEN COMMERCE SYSTEM" 
filed in the name of Michael Majeed and Sunmee Choi on September 8, 2000, and U.S. Patent 

Application Ser. No. [[ ]] 09/943,651 entitled "SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR 

MAXIMIZING ACCEPTANCE PARAMETERS FROM COLLECTED DEMAND DATA IN 
A BUYER-DRIVEN COMMERCE SYSTEM" filed in the name of Michael Majeed and 
Sunmee Choi on August 31, 2001, the entirety of each being incorporated herein by reference. 

Replace the paragraph beginning on line 16 of page 1 1 as follows: 
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Other input/output devices [[30]]26 may include a telephonic or network connection device, such 
as a telephone modem, a cable modem, a T-l connection, a digital subscriber line or a network 
card, for communicating data to and from other computer devices over the computer network 10. 
In an embodiment involving a network server, it is preferred that the communications devices 
used as input/output devices [[30]]26 have capacity to handle high bandwidth traffic in order to 
accommodate communications with a large number of user terminal 16 and seller server 14. 

Replace the paragraph beginning on line 16 of page 15 as follows: 

Referring now to Fig. 4, a booking database 46 is provided to store and manage seller bookings 
which are available for the submission of purchase offers by the plurality of users 16 of the 
system 12. In a preferred embodiment, the bookings correspond to hotel reservations which are 
provided by hotel proprietors However, it is contemplated that the bookings may correspond to 
other products or services which are preferably suitable for a buyer-driven commerce system, 
such as airline ticket reservations, car rental purchases, automobile purchases, mortgages 
groceries, etc In such embodiments, the fields of booking database 46, as described below, may 
be altered to accommodate suitable data for such products and services. In the preferred 
embodiment, the booking database 46 includes a seller identification field 48, a star rating field 
50, a geographic location field 52, a room type field[[ 53]], a minimum acceptable price field 54, 
a date available field[[ 55]], a margin required field 56 and a subsidy available field 58. 

Replace the paragraph beginning on line 18 of page 16 as follows: 

Room type field [[53 ]]preferably stores an indication of a room type available for the booking, 
e.g. single occupancy, double occupancy, smoking, non-smoking, etc. In alternate embodiments, 
the room type field [[53 ]]may be substituted with a field appropriate to the booking being 
offered. For example, in a buyer-driven commerce system offering airline tickets, the room type 
field [[53 ]]may be substituted with a seat class field or the like. 

Replace the paragraph beginning on line 1 of page 17 as follows: 

The following fields relate to an acceptance parameter set by the seller. Minimum acceptable 
price field 54 preferably stores a minimum price at which the seller is willing to sell the booking. 
Date available field [[55 ]]preferably stores an indication of the dates for which the booking is 
available. 

Replace the paragraph beginning on line 20 of page 20 as follows: 

Referring first to FIG 6, there is depicted an exemplary process [[141]] HO for determining 
promotional bump amounts that may be applied to a purchase offer. The process [[141]] 140 
begins at step 142 where the system determines whether a promotion applies to a particular offer. 
The determination may be based upon whether the user submitting the offer has participated in a 
cross subsidy program or the like. The promotion may include an offer of a currency value to be 
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provided to a participant of the promotional offer. If such a promotional bump amount is 
available, the process [[141]]i40 continues to step 144 as follows. Otherwise the process 
continues to step 152 below. 

Replace the paragraph beginning on line 5 of page 21 as follows: 

At step 144, the system server 12 may determine the bump amount to be applied and stores the 
value in demand database 32. The system server 12 then determines the margin and the subsidy 
to be applied to the purchase offer price without the bump amount and stores this values as well 
(step 146). Next, the system server determines which is greater, the purchase offer price plus the 
bump amount, or the purchase offer price with the subsidy (step 148). The greater of the two 
values is then stored as the final purchase offer price for the submitted purchase offer (step 150), 
after which the process [[141]] 140 ends. 

Replace the paragraph beginning on line 12 of page 21 as follows: 

At step 152, the system server 12 determines the final purchase price including a margin and a 
subsidy to be applied to the purchase offer price. The final purchase offer price is then stored 
(step 154) and preferably marked as ready for comparison to the plurality of bookings (step 156), 
after which, process [[141]]i40 ends. 

Replace the paragraph beginning on line 1 of page 23 as follows: 

From either step 190 or step 200, the process 160 continues to step 202 where the system server 
12 determines whether a subsidy is available for a particular purchase offer by comparing the 
subsidy amount to an amount of revenue set aside for the subsidy program by the system 
operator of the buyer-driven commerce system. If a currency value is available, the process 
[[69]]_160 continues to step 204 where the subsidy amount available is set to the determined 
subsidy value. If no currency value is available, the subsidy amount for a particular purchase 
offer is set to [[zerO]] zero (step 206), after which the process 160 continues to step 208. 

Replace the paragraph beginning on line 17 of page 26 as follows: 

A second process 400 for determining a booking with a subsidy is presented in FIG. [[16]] 14. 
The process 400 begins at step 402 wherein a target cost is calculated for a purchase offer. The 
target cost is preferably calculated as the submitted offer price less the required margin amount. 
At step 404, the system server 12 then calculates the maximum cost for the booking as the target 
cost plus an available subsidy. 

Replace the paragraph beginning on line 18 of page 27 as follows: 

FIG. 16 depicts an exemplary output menu 510 by which a system operator may select the 
category of simulation outputs to view. If the system operator requests an overall output, an 
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overall output screen 520 may be provided in order to present the overall acceptance statistics to 
the system operator. FIG. 17 depicts an overall output screen [[520]]530 with the resulting 
statistics from a simulation. FIG. 17 further includes a output by requested star rating screen 540 
which is presented when the system operator requests simulation results presented by star rating. 

Replace the paragraph beginning on line 8 of page 29 as follows: 

A second process 750 is provided in FIG. 24 to determine an average booked cost for the 
plurality of submitted purchase offers. The process 750 begins at step 752 where a total room 
cost is determined for each offer. The average booked cost is then determined at step 754 by 
dividing the total room cost by the number of rooms requested by each purchase offer. This 
value is then stored and process 750 ends. 

Replace the paragraph beginning on line 19 of page 29 as follows: 

From this data, the system server 12 then calculates and stores the following information for each 
property considered for each purchase offer: (1) revenue generated for the system operator from 
the plurality of purchase offers, (2) revenue generated for each seller, (3) check in date requested, 
(4) number of room nights requested, (5) rejection code (if any), (6) offer accepted by another 
seller, (7) offer accepted by another seller in same geographic location, (8) minimum star rating 
requested, (9) bump amount applied, and (10) final offer price including bump amount (step 
770) . After this data is determined, the process 760 ends. 
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CLAIMS 

Claim 75 is cancelled and claims 1, 3, 8, 12, 16, 20-23, and 36-42 are amended as follows: 

1 . A method for determining an optimized acceptance rate for purchase offers submitted to a 
buyer-driven commerce system, comprising: 

receiving a plurality of available bookings from a seller, each available booking including an 
acceptance parameter and at least one of an acc e ptance parameter, a date of availability, a room 
type, and a geographic location; 

receiving a plurality of purchase offers for the plurality of bookings; 
storing a plurality of rejected purchase offers from the plurality of purchase offers; and 
determining a number of [[the ]]unaccepted purchase offers which would be accepted based on a 
change of the acceptance parameter. 

3. The method of claim 2, wherein the demand data acceptance parameter comprises at least one 
of: 

a customer identifier, a payment identifier, a rating for a hotel, a location for a hotel, a number of 
room nights, an occupancy of the room, a room type and a price. 

8. The method of claim 7, wherein the simulat e d change comprises at least one of: 
a second minimum price and a second minimum margin amount. 

12. The method of claim 1J_, wherein said determining further comprises: 

determining an optimum value for the acceptance parameter based on the plurality of inputs. 

16. The method of claim 1, further comprising: 

changing the acceptance parameter based on [[the]] a_simulated acceptance rate. 

20. A computer-readable medium encoded with processing instructions for implementing a 
method for determining an optimized acceptance rate for purchase offers submitted to a buyer- 
driven commerce system, the method comprising: 

receiving a plurality of available bookings from a seller, each available booking including an 
acceptance parameter and at least one of an acc e ptance param e t e r, a date of availability, a room 
type, and a geographic location; 

receiving a plurality of purchase offers for the plurality of bookings; 
storing a plurality of rejected purchase offers from the plurality of purchase offers; and 
determining a number of [[the ]]unaccepted purchase offers which would be accepted based on a 
change of the acceptance parameter. 

21 . An apparatus for determining an optimized acceptance rate for purchase offers submitted to 
a buyer-driven commerce system, comprising: 
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means for receiving a plurality of available bookings from a seller, each available booking 
including an acceptance parameter and at least one of an acceptance param e t e r, a date of 
availability, a room type, and a geographic location; 

means for receiving a plurality of purchase offers for the plurality of bookings; 
means for storing a plurality of rejected purchase offers from the plurality of purchase offers; and 
means for determining a number of [[the ]]unaccepted purchase offers which would be accepted 
based on a change of the acceptance parameter. 

22. An apparatus for determining an optimized acceptance rate for purchase offers submitted to 
a buyer-driven commerce system, comprising: 

a processor; and 

a memory in electronic communication with the processor, the memory encoded with processing 
instructions for directing the processor to: 

receive a plurality of available bookings from a seller, each available booking including an 
acceptance parameter and at least one of an acc e ptanc e param e t e r, a date of availability, a room 
type, and a geographic location; 

receive a plurality of purchase offers for the plurality of bookings; 
store a plurality of rejected purchase offers from the plurality of purchase offers; and 
determine a number of [[the ]]unaccepted purchase offers which would be accepted based on a 
change of the acceptance parameter. 

23. A method for determining an optimized acceptance rate for purchase offers submitted to a 
buyer-driven commerce system, comprising: 

providing a plurality of available bookings, each including an acceptance parameter and at least 
one of an acc e ptanc e param e t e r, a date of availability, a room type, and a geographic location; 
receiving an indication of a plurality of unacceptable purchase offers submitted for at least one of 
the available bookings; and 

receiving a second indication of a number of [[the ]] unacceptable purchase offers which would 
be accepted based on a simulated change of the acceptance parameter. 

36. The method of claim [[24]] 35, wherein the optimum value corresponds to a maximum 
revenue for a predetermined amount of margin. 

37. The method of claim [[24]]35, wherein the optimum value corresponds to a maximum 
number of room nights for a predetermined margin amount. 

38. The method of claim [[24]] 35, wherein the optimum value corresponds to a maximum 
margin for a predetermined number of room nights. 

39. The method of claim [[23]]28, further comprising: changing the acceptance parameter based 
on the simulated acceptance rate. 
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40. A computer-readable medium encoded with processing instructions for implementing a 
method for determining an optimized acceptance rate for purchase offers submitted to a buyer- 
driven commerce system, the method comprising: 

providing a plurality of available bookings, each including an acceptance parameter and at least 
one of an acc e ptance param e t e r, a date of availability, a room type, and a geographic location; 
receiving an indication of a plurality of unacceptable purchase offers submitted for at least one of 
the available bookings; and 

receiving a second indication of a number of the unacceptable purchase offers which would be 
accepted based on a simulated change of the acceptance parameter. 

41 . An apparatus for determining an optimized acceptance rate for purchase offers submitted to 
a buyer-driven commerce system, comprising: 

means for providing a plurality of available bookings, each including an acceptance parameter 
and at least one of an acc e ptanc e param e t e r, a date of availability, a room type, and a geographic 
location; 

means for receiving an indication of a plurality of unacceptable purchase offers submitted for at 
least one of the available bookings; and 

means for receiving a second indication of a number of the unacceptable purchase offers which 
would be accepted based on a simulated change of the acceptance parameter. 

42. An apparatus for determining an optimized acceptance rate for purchase offers submitted to 
a buyer-driven commerce system, comprising: 

a processor; and 

a memory in electronic communication with the processor, the memory for storing a plurality of 
processing instructions directing the processor to: 

provide a plurality of available bookings, each including an acceptance parameter and at least 
one of an acc e ptanc e param e t e r, a date of availability, a room type, and a geographic location; 
receive'an indication of a plurality of unacceptable purchase offers submitted for at least one of 
the available bookings; and 

receive a second indication of a number of the unacceptable purchase offers which would be 
accepted based on a simulated change of the acceptance parameter. 

75. Cancelled. 
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2. The following changes to the drawings have been approved by the examiner and agreed 
upon by applicant: Fig. 1 contains two "system servers" both labeled with reference character 
14: one should be labeled with reference character 12 and the other should be designated a 
"seller server" and remain labeled with reference character 14. Fig. 9 has been mislabeled in the 
drawings as Fig. 11. Fig. 23 contains the reference character 142 instead of 714. In order to 
avoid abandonment of the application, applicant must make these above agreed upon drawing 
changes. 

3. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

As per claims 1-21, the prior art of record, specifically Walker et al (6,134,534), Blume et al 
(6,839,682), and Brett (WO/01/59649) does not disclose or fairly teach: 
storing a plurality of rejected purchase offers from the plurality of purchase offers; and 
determining a number of unaccepted purchase offers which would be accepted based on a change 
of the acceptance parameter. 

As per claims 23-42, the prior art of record, specifically Walker et al (6,134,534), Blume et al 
(6,839,682), and Brett (WO/01/59649) does not disclose or fairly teach: 

receiving an indication of a plurality of unacceptable purchase offers submitted for at least one of 
the available bookings; and receiving a second indication of a number of unacceptable purchase 
offers which would be accepted based on a simulated change of the acceptance parameter. 

As per claims 43-61, the prior art of record, specifically Walker et al (6,134,534), Blume et al 
(6,839,682), and Brett (WO/01/59649) does not disclose or fairly teach: 

storing demand data associated with the rejected purchase offers; entering a simulated change of 
the acceptance parameter; determining a simulated acceptance rate based on the stored demand 
data and the simulated change. 

As per claims 62-70, the prior art of record, specifically Walker et al (6,134,534), Blume et al 
(6,839,682), and Brett (WO/01/59649) does not disclose or fairly teach: 
collecting demand data for a predetermined period of time, the demand data including at least 
one purchase offer corresponding to the booking which is not accepted by a seller based on the 
acceptance parameter; and generating a report for the seller, the report including at least one 
new acceptance parameter and an estimated number of bookings corresponding to the new 
acceptance parameter based on the demand data. 

As per claims 71-74, the prior art of record, specifically Walker et al (6,134,534), Blume et al 
(6,839,682), and Brett (WO/01/59649) does not disclose or fairly teach: 
receiving a report including an estimated change in an acceptance of a plurality of purchase 
offers based on the collected demand data and a proposed acceptance parameter; and changing 
the acceptance parameter after receiving the report. 
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Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Daniel P. Vetter whose telephone number is (571) 270-1366. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Thursday from 8am to 6pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Hayes can be reached on (571) 272-6708. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




